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Oracle Corporation is an American multinational computer technology company headquartered in Austin,
Texas. Co-founded in 1977 in Santa Clara, California, by Larry Ellison, who remains executive chairman,
Oracle Corporation is the fourth-largest software company in the world by market capitalization as of 2025.
Its market value was approximately US$720.26 billion as of August 7, 2025. The company's 2023 ranking in
the Forbes Global 2000 was 80.

The company sells database software (particularly the Oracle Database), and cloud computing software and
hardware. Oracle's core application software is a suite of enterprise software products, including enterprise
resource planning (ERP), human capital management (HCM), customer relationship management (CRM),
enterprise performance management (EPM), Customer Experience Commerce (CX Commerce) and supply
chain management (SCM) software.
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An Oracle is aperson or thing considered to provide insight, wise counsel or prophetic predictions, most
notably including precognition of the future, inspired by deities. If done through occultic means, itisaform
of divination.
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Pythia (; Ancient Greek: ??2??7? [py?2t?7ia?]) was the title of the high priestess of the Temple of Apollo at
Delphi. She specifically served asits oracle and was known as the Oracle of Delphi. Her title was also
historically glossed in English as the Pythoness.

The Pythiawas established at the latest in the 8th century BC (though some estimates date the shrineto as
early as 1400 BC), and was widely credited for her prophecies uttered under divine possession
(enthusiasmos) by Apollo. The Pythian priestess emerged pre-eminent by the end of the 7th century BC and
continued to be consulted until the late 4th century AD. During this period, the Delphic Oracle was the most
prestigious and authoritative oracle among the Greeks, and she was among the most powerful women of the
classical world. The oracle is one of the best-documented religious institutions of the classical Greeks.
Authors who mention the oracle include Aeschylus, Aristotle, Clement of Alexandria, Diodorus, Diogenes,
Euripides, Herodotus, Julian, Justin, Livy, Lucan, Nepos, Ovid, Pausanias, Pindar, Plato, Plutarch,
Sophocles, Strabo, Thucydides, and Xenophon.

Nevertheless, details of how the Pythia operated are scarce, missing, or non-existent, as authors from the
classical period (6th to 4th centuries BC) treat the process as common knowledge with no need to explain.
Those who discussed the oracle in any detail are from 1st century BC to 4th century AD and give conflicting
stories. One of the main stories claimed that the Pythia delivered oraclesin afrenzied state induced by
vapours rising from a chasm in the rock, and that she spoke gibberish which priestsinterpreted as the



enigmatic prophecies and turned them into poetic dactylic hexameters preserved in Greek literature. This
idea, however, has been challenged by scholars such as Joseph Fontenrose and Lisa Maurizio, who argue that
the ancient sources uniformly represent the Pythia speaking intelligibly, and giving propheciesin her own
voice. Herodotus, writing in the fifth century BC, describes the Pythia speaking in dactylic hexameters.
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Oracle Solarisis aproprietary Unix operating system offered by Oracle for SPARC and x86-64 based
workstations and servers. Originally developed by Sun Microsystems as Solaris, it superseded the company's
earlier SUnOS in 1993 and became known for its scalability, especially on SPARC systems, and for
originating many innovative features such as DTrace, ZFS and Time Slider. After the Sun acquisition by
Oracle in 2010, it was renamed Oracle Solaris.

Solaris was registered as compliant with the Single UNIX Specification until April 29, 2019. Historically,
Solaris was developed as proprietary software. In June 2005, Sun Microsystems released most of the
codebase under the CDDL license, and founded the OpenSolaris open-source project. Sun aimed to build a
developer and user community with OpenSolaris; after the Oracle acquisition in 2010, the OpenSolaris
distribution was discontinued and later Oracle discontinued providing public updates to the source code of
the Solaris kernel, effectively turning Solaris version 11 back into a closed-source proprietary operating
system. Following that, OpenSolaris was forked as I1lumos and is alive through several [1lumos distributions.
In September 2017, Oracle laid off most of the Solaris teams.
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Lawrence Joseph Ellison (born August 17, 1944) is an American businessman and entrepreneur who co-
founded software company Oracle Corporation. He was Oracle's chief executive officer from 1977 to 2014
and is now its chief technology officer and executive chairman.

Asof July 2025, Ellison is the second-wealthiest person in the world, according to Bloomberg Billionaires
Index, with an estimated net worth of US$257 hillion, and the second-wealthiest person in the world
according to Forbes, with an estimated net worth of US$286.8 billion. Ellison is aso known for his
ownership of 98 percent of L”na?, the sixth-largest island in the Hawaiian Islands.
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Oracle bone script is the oldest attested form of written Chinese, dating to the late 2nd millennium BC.

I nscriptions were made by carving characters into oracle bones, usually either the shoulder bones of oxen or
the plastrons of turtles. The writings themselves mainly record the results of official divinations carried out
on behalf of the Late Shang royal family. These divinations took the form of scapulimancy where the oracle
bones were exposed to flames, creating patterns of cracks that were then subjected to interpretation. Both the
prompt and interpretation were inscribed on the same piece of bone that had been used for the divination
itself.

Out of an estimated 150,000 inscriptions that have been uncovered, the vast majority were unearthed at
Yinxu, the site of the final Shang capital (modern-day Anyang, Henan). The most recent major discovery was



the Huayuanzhuang cache found near the site in 1993. Of the 1,608 Huayuanzhang pieces, 579 bear
inscriptions. Each of the last nine Shang kings are named in the inscriptions beginning with Wu Ding, whose
accession is variously dated between 1250 and 1200 BC. Oracle bone inscriptions corresponding to Wu
Ding's reign have been radiocarbon dated to 1254-1197 BC (+10 years). Following the overthrow of the
Shang by the Zhou dynasty in c. 1046 BC, divination using milfoil became more common; far fewer oracle
bone inscriptions are dated to the Western Zhou. No Zhou-era sites with a comparable cache of inscriptions
to Yinxu have been found; however, examples from this period appear to be more widespread, having been
found near most major population centers. New sites have continued to be discovered since 2000.

The oracle bone inscriptions—along with several roughly contemporaneous bronzeware inscriptions using a
different style—constitute the earliest corpus of Chinese writing, and are the direct ancestor of the Chinese
family of scripts developed over the next three millennia. Their study is essential for the research of Chinese
etymologies. It is also the direct ancestor of over a dozen East Asian writing systems. The length of
inscriptions ranges from 10 to over 100 characters, but afew dozen istypical. The subjects of concernin
inscriptions are broad, and include war, ritual sacrifice, and agriculture, as well as births, illnesses, and deaths
in theroyal family. As such, they provide invaluable insights into the character of late Shang society.
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The Oracle of the City of San Francisco, also known as the San Francisco Oracle, was an underground
newspaper published in 12 issues from September 20, 1966, to February 1968 in the Haight-Ashbury
neighborhood of that city. Allen Cohen (1940-2004), the editor during the paper's most vibrant period, and
Michael Bowen, the art director, were among the founders of the publication. The Oracle was an early
member of the Underground Press Syndicate.

The Oracle combined poetry, spirituality, and multicultural interests with psychedelic design, reflecting and
shaping the countercultural community as it developed in the Haight-Ashbury. Arguably the outstanding
example of psychedeliawithin the countercultural "underground” press, the publication was noted for
experimental multicolored design. Oracle contributors included many significant San Francisco—area artists
of the time, including Bruce Conner and Rick Griffin. It featured such beat writers as Allen Ginsberg, Gary
Snyder, Lawrence Ferlinghetti and Michael McClure.
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In complexity theory and computability theory, an oracle machine is an abstract machine used to study
decision problems. It can be visualized as a black box, called an oracle, which is able to solve certain
problemsin a single operation. The problem can be of any complexity class. Even undecidable problems,
such as the halting problem, can be used.
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Thisisalisting of Oracle Corporation's corporate acquisitions, including acquisitions of both companies and
individual products.

Oracl€e's version does not include value of the acquisition.



See also Category:Sun Microsystems acquisitions (Sun was acquired by Oracle).
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Oracle bones are pieces of ox scapula and turtle plastron which were used in pyromancy — aform of
divination — during the Late Shang period (c. 1250 — c. 1050 BCE) in ancient China. Scapulimancy is the
specific term if ox scapulae were used for the divination, plastromancy if turtle plastrons were used. A recent
count estimated that there were about 13,000 bones with atotal of alittle over 130,000 inscriptionsin
collections in China and some fourteen other countries.

Diviners would submit questions to deities regarding weather, crop planting, the fortunes of members of the
royal family, military endeavors, and similar topics. These questions were carved onto the bone or shell in
oracle bone script using a sharp tool. Intense heat was then applied with ametal rod until the bone or shell
cracked due to thermal expansion. The diviner would then interpret the pattern of cracks and write the
prognostication upon the piece as well. Pyromancy with bones continued in Chinainto the Zhou dynasty, but
the questions and prognostications were increasingly written with brushes and cinnabar ink, which degraded
over time.

Oracle bones bear the earliest known significant corpus of ancient Chinese writing, using an early form of
Chinese characters. The inscriptions contain around 5,000 different characters, many of which are still being
used today, though the total number of discrete charactersis uncertain as some may be different versions of
the same character. Specialists have agreed on the form, meanings, and sound of alittle more than a quarter
of the characters, roughly 1,200 with certainty, but several hundred more remain under discussion; these
known characters comprise much of the core vocabulary of modern Chinese. They provide important
information on the late Shang period, and scholars have reconstructed the Shang royal genealogy from the
cycle of ancestral sacrifices recorded on oracle bones. When they were discovered at the end of the
nineteenth century and deciphered in the early twentieth century, these records confirmed the existence of the
Shang, whose historicity had been subject to scrutiny at the time by the Doubting Antiquity School.

Oraculology isthe discipline for the study of oracle bones and the oracle bone script.
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